
 
Group members in the prototype being reviewed (please list all members): 
Amy Cross, Colette Davies-Eltom and Kyla Ortman 
 
Group number (see group number list): 15 
 
Overall: 

● This group is well on their way to setting up an engaging, blended learning experience for 
targeted their students. It is appealing enough to me that I will be keeping an eye on how 
this builds up for my own use. I can definitely see myself recommending this course to 
the two grade ⅞  classes I support as LRT at Arcola.  

● I like this project. I like when teachers give students choices over their novels, I’ve had 
success with this in the past.  You mentioned reading levels, and I think that’s important 
especially when offering so many reading options and it’s more of an independent study. 

 
Course shell: 

Criteria Details/specifics 

Ease of use Is the course easy to use? Is it usable by the targeted student 
group (e.g. could it be used by a student in the grade it is 
intended for)? Are the instructions age-appropriate and clear? 

Organization Is the course easy to navigate? Does the structure make 
sense? 

Appearance Does the course appearance enhance usability? Does it 
appear polished and professional? 

Interaction types What types of interactions does the course shell allow? (E.g. 
Teacher-student, student-student) Are these interactions 
structured in ways that promote meaningful and authentic 
interactions? Do the interactions support the course goals? 

Functionality of course 
elements 

Do the provided links, tabs, etc. work properly (except where 
these are placeholders for future content)? 

Overall course structure Is the overall structure clear? Can users get a sense of the 
overall goals of the course? Does the structure seem like it 
would be usable if all parts of the course were to be 
developed? 

 
Feedback/comments on the course shell: 



● I found the course shell clear, easy to use and age appropriate. The outline of the 
multi-school novel study on “Bullying” has a polished appearance and it is very user 
friendly. I particularly liked the fact that it allows interactions between various teachers 
and students, having one teacher in charge of the group and the classroom teacher 
providing additional support. There is also opportunity for student-student interaction 
among the students from the three different schools. Assigning “blogging partner” to 
students helps build trusting relationships, where students learn to support each other. I 
love the fact that students are given the opportunity to learn language and literacy skills 
through learning about bullying while building positive relationships in a technologically 
rich environment. The overall course structure is clear, and thoroughly developed, with a 
focus on meeting all students’ needs by having a wide variety of adaptations. All the 
course elements are accessible and the fun and easy to use course toolset raises the 
learners’ interest and helps them on their journey of becoming digital citizens.  

 
(See comments in chart) 

Criteria Details/specifics 

Ease of use - The description (here)  is intended for teachers and 
outside observers (like me). This is helpful from an 
organizational standpoint and gives other teachers 
who want to deliver this a whole unit context.  

- There is some assumed prior knowledge on use of 
platforms (like adobe spark) It may be very straight 
forward, but I tend to assume nothing :p Could there 
be use for lesson, or category even, on the various 
tools and skills students will be expected to use? 

- Posted assignments are very clear in their directions. 
Easy to understand and appropriate for the age group, 
without a doubt.  

Organization - This group used a blog with categories as their 
learning platform. 

- Really easy to navigate. Able to hop around from 
week to week and see what is expected.  

- I like the assessment category. It will be super useful 
for students when rubrics or whatever are posted there 
for them to refer to at will.  

Appearance - Using the blog as the organization platform does give 
the online unit an appearance of being ready to go. It 
certainly feels professional and deliberately pieced 
together.  

https://onlineunit.home.blog/category/course-description/


Interaction types - There are several types of meaningful interactions 
fostered throughout the course. (teacher-student; 
student-student).  

- There are live elements (zoom) as well as facilitated 
interactions (group discussions, blog posts with 
teacher feedback facilitated) 

- At times, the lesson prompts would call for students 
to work together in groups. I assume it’s a face to 
face, but could google forms or some other kind of 
collaborative document making take place that uses 
their blog posts? (ex. Week one blog assignment) 

Functionality of course 
elements 

- Everything that is currently posted is working as 
intended.  

- Categories work well.  

Overall course structure - The overall structure appears clear to me. I think the 
course would be clear for both the intended audience 
(intermediate students) and potentially for teachers 
who would want to take this on and adopt it 
themselves. 

- The course description also works for students to 
know exactly what they are working on, and what 
understanding they are collaboratively building 
towards. 

- Images are strategically places to add to dlow and 
maintain a central idea. Well done!  

 
 

● I think the comments in the table reflect my overall very positive view of the course shell. 
It’s clean, functional, organized well.  

● Categories work well for course organization 
● If deadlines are a part of this, is there some way to have a list of upcoming tasks or dates 

displayed on the course blog? (global notifications or announcements?)  Can the calendar 
that is there now be used in that way? 

● I think the assignments are understandable. One comment I might make about the 
organization and appearance, is that your later weeks are on top, which means when you 
want to look at the first assignments you scroll to the bottom, so reading from bottom to 
top is less intuitive than the reverse.  

● The overall course structure is clear and links seemed to work for me! I like the layout, 
minus the scrolling which I mentioned previously. 

 



Content modules: 

Criteria Details/specifics 

Usability in classroom setting Are modules usable by students in the targeted age/grade 
group? How easily could the modules be introduced into the 
classroom? Are they accessible to students? 

Engagement How engaging are the modules? Do they seem 
age-appropriate for the targeted audience? 

Module elements: Instruction, 
activity, and evaluation 

Are all pieces present? Do they all relate to the course goals 
or outcomes? 

Connections between 
modules 

Are the modules reasonably well-connected in the overall 
course shell (keeping in mind teachers’ diverse instructional 
techniques and styles)? Do they fit together? 

Quality of content How well do the modules “teach” the chosen information or 
skills? Are the various pieces of the modules of high-quality? 
Do they employ good instructional/assessment practices? 

Connection to course content Do the modules actually address the goals of the prototype? 
Are they linked to the course content and outcomes? 

Feedback What mechanisms are in place for providing feedback to 
students? Do these mechanisms seem usable/realistic? 

 
Feedback/comments on the course modules: 

● I love the idea of using Wordpress blog for easy access of the course shell and modules. I 
find the modules both engaging and age appropriate. I think it is great that students are 
given a choice of three novels and they are also given the assignments and questions 
prior, so they have plenty of time to prepare for the discussions and seek help if needed. I 
would describe the modules high quality that connect well with the content- and learning 
objectives. The objectives of the course are addressed through a variety of fun activities: 
such as answering the questions in the form of blogging, representing understanding 
through a creative project and weekly discussions, where students share and connect with 
the students from the three schools focusing on the “3C and a Q”.  

● I find it beneficial to check in with the students three times a week since this gives a 
detailed picture of the students’ progress and understanding. If needed, additional support 
and adaptation are also possible. Being an EAL teacher, I was very happy to see the 
opportunity to use Google Read and Write, access to audiobooks and the various features, 
such as word prediction tool, spellcheck, voice to text, etc. I liked that overall the 
questions were short and easy to understand. I also found it effective to give students the 



option of choosing questions they want to answer. I think it would be beneficial for the 
learners to review the major vocabulary they will come across as part of the novel study, 
such as: narrative, enhance, perspective, contradiction, internalize, sabotage etc. 
Especially when working with EAL students, including a word study can lead to better 
understanding.  

 
(See comments in chart) 

Criteria Details/specifics 

Usability in classroom setting - I think the modules can be pretty readily used by 
students in the intermediate elementary age group 

- Already mentioned it, but maybe a category dedicated 
to their course toolset would be helpful (a link to 
blogs, link to tutorials on adobe spark, 
posteronmywall, examples of their use, etc…)  

Engagement - The content is certainly age appropriate.  
- The overarching  theme is highly relevant for the 

targeted intermediate age group 
- The selected reading material is also an interesting 

mix of very contemporary reading and reading that 
can almost be described as classic now (The 
outsiders) It would be very interesting to see the 
connections and parallels students draw between them 

Module elements: Instruction, 
activity, and evaluation 

- instruction is present and thoroughly presented with 
blog prompts and guiding questions 

- There is a cycle of activities that are present as well, 
and these activities vary output mode. (facilitated 
interaction, blog posts, creative presentation with 
adobe spark) 

- There is a placeholder category for 
assessment/evaluation 

Connections between 
modules 

- The modules fit very well together, driving towards a 
pretty clear central purpose.  

- There is a loose cycle that each week (module) 
follows.  

Quality of content - The quality of the reading material is high. 
Deliberately chosen and fit well together as part of the 
chosen bullying theme. 

Connection to course content - Of course they do!  



- The modules are geared towards students constructing 
understanding both collaboratively and individually.  

Feedback - Several positive mechanisms for assessment are 
elaborated on in the course description 

- A section on formative assessment is described 

 
● The modules are laid out well. They are constructed with easy to follow directions that 

are geared for their intermediate student audience. 
● The modules have a great balance of teacher led and student led learning opportunities 
● The modules fit seamlessly together, from my point of view, into the overarching theme 

of bullying 
● My only concern with the modules is I don't see any reference to the yoteach! discussions 

or their corresponding guiding questions in the moduled themselves. So students would 
have to go back to the profile to refer to them?  

● If it were me, I’d have an initial task entry with those questions there, and any links to 
yochat (for student ease of use). It doesn’t feel as functional to have those thoughtful, 
guiding questions embedded in the course description. 

● I thought the assignments or modules were very timely. Bullying is an important topic for 
any grade, but maybe especially for ⅞. A refresher as the “oldest kids in their school” and 
before they enter high school.  

● Also, I thought your projects are very cool. I think the kids would really enjoy the meme 
assignment, since memes are so prevalent in that age group. 

● I also liked your predicting assignment, I think it’s a great skill for kids to develop and 
continuously work on. 

 
 
Course profile: 

Criteria Details/specifics 

Organization Is the course profile easy to follow and clearly organized? 

Quality of rationale Does the rationale clearly and logically address the choices of 
platform, tools, format (synchronous/asynchronous, 
online/blended) as these choices relate to the course content 
and target student group? 

Purpose and expectations Does the course profile clearly lay out the purpose and 
expectations of the course? 

Adherence to assignment Does the course profile address the areas listed in the 



guidelines assignment guidelines (target student population and 
demographics (age, grade, etc.); course format 
(blended/online, synchronous/asynchronous, etc.); course 
toolset (e.g. platform as well as instructional, communication, 
and assessment tools); course content and learning objectives; 
assessment strategies; and considerations for common 
concerns (e.g. low bandwidth, student access to devices, EAL 
learners, attendance concerns, cultural considerations, 
socioeconomic status)? 

 
Feedback/comments on the course profile: 
 

●  Being a teacher and a mom of two young children, I have experienced that often kids do 
not have the courage to stand up for themselves. I am very happy that you chose bullying 
as the topic of the multi-school novel study. Bullying is something that will always be 
present in our lives and we have to learn how to handle it. Getting students to connect 
from three different schools is very effective to see other students’ point of view and 
build connections. Having grade 7 and 8 students as the target population is a mature 
enough age to read novels, share ideas and thoughts, and help them become more 
confident individuals before heading to high school. 

● I like the idea of having all three classrooms meet on Zoom, where they receive the 
course outline and clear expectations of the assignments. The platform 
https://onlneunit.home.blog/ is very easy to access with clear and logical organization. I 
like the fact that beside the three novels, there are additional resources to meet all 
students’ needs. The course toolset also gives students the opportunity to become familiar 
with blogging, creating projects by using PosterMyWall.com or Adobe Spark, while for 
the weekly discussions, students use YoTeach to connect with the other group members. I 
think using these three or more tools throughout the novel study will give the participants 
the opportunity to master them and even encourage them to try out new tools. The 
description of the tools is easy to follow, without becoming overwhelming. 

● Using the weekly blog, the creative component and the weekly discussions as part of the 
formative assessment will definitely give an accurate picture of the students’ work and 
understanding, as well as the final summative assessment. Including peer assessment in 
the form of “3C and a Q” is also teaching students to build critical thinking and provide 
each other with positive feedback. The course profile is beautifully created, lining up 
nicely with the content- and learning objectives.  

(See comments in chart) 

 

Criteria Details/specifics 

https://onlneunit.home.blog/


Organization - The course profile is very easy to follow. 
- Clearly organized and succinct.  
- There guiding questions for each week would 

probably fit better in the modules themselves? Student 
need to have easy access to those, unless I’m 
misunderstanding their purpose (initial post for each 
week?) 

Quality of rationale - Yes, the rationale explains the use of collaborative 
tools that is building towards community based 
learning, as opposed to a singular classroom pool of 
knowledge.  

- Makes sense for their to be use of some asynchronous 
tools like zoom and yoteach 

Purpose and expectations - The purpose and expectations, including outcomes 
and indicators, are right there. Clearly stated for both 
observing teachers, and more importantly, students!  

Adherence to assignment 
guidelines 

- Yes, this course profile is addressing the core areas of 
the assignment guidelines with fidelity.  

- A purposefully constructed blended learning 
experience is being designed here. 

- The course toolset reflects this blended learning 
experience well 

- Concerns for student need are addressed through 
mention of AT (Google Read&Write); I would just 
recommend addressing it universally and making a 
point to teach it to the entire class 

 
Overall comments/feedback (a few sentences summarizing your review): 
 
I feel fortunate for having the opportunity to read and learn about this very rich novel study. I 
think this multi-school novel study is setting up students for success due to the careful planning 
and all the adaptations provided. 

Thank you! 

Melinda 

 
Overall, I think this definitely fits as a blended learning project.  You touched on students access 
to technology because this spans over three schools. I suppose if teachers were to recreate this 
with other schools, that is something they would need to discuss ahead of time. Having said that, 



some of these assignments could be done on paper if push came to shove, so, you could adapt it 
if you needed to.  
 
I liked the assignments and the novels you chose, and I think students in your class would be 
pleased with the online content you attached. Well done! 


